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In arare (and welcome) moment of bipartisan agree-
ment, Congress has indicated that it will restore some of
the proposed budget cuts. But this funding would go only
partway, providing around $80 million or $90 million for
NEO Surveyor — not enough to keep the project moving
forward effectively. The longer it takes to build the tele-
scope, the more expensive it will be in the end.

Last month, NEO Surveyor passed a preliminary design
review, an important step in confirming the mission’s
viability. By the end of this year, NASA needs to decide
whether it willcommit to launching the telescope. In April,
an expert panel on US planetary-science priorities gave
NEO Surveyor afull-throated recommendation to proceed.
Other nations are unlikely to step up and undertake such
amission. For the sake of the planet, it is time to support
the mission whole-heartedly and get it launched.

Laggard countries
risk slowingthe

fight against AIDS,
malariaand TB

The United Kingdom and Italy need to
renew their commitments to banish these
major infectious killers from the world.

or many people, the money that flows from the

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and

Malaria quite literally makes the difference

between life and death. The fund is estimated to

have saved 50 million lives in low- and middle-
income countries in the two decades since it was estab-
lished by the leaders of the international community,
researchers and philanthropic funders. A conference held
last month to replenish the fund received US$14.25 billion
in pledges from donors — a record, although still consid-
erably short of the $18-billion target.

Before the pandemic, the annual death toll from malaria,
AIDS and tuberculosis (TB) was around 2.4 million. But
there are fears that this number might since have risen,
owingtothediversionof resourcesto treat COVID-19,and
difficulties people faced in accessing treatment during
lockdowns.

Despite these challenges, the Global Fund continued
itswork. In 2021, it provided more than 23 million people
with antiretroviral therapy, treated over 5 million people
for TBand distributed some 133 millioninsecticide-treated
mosquito bed nets to protect against malaria.

A pandemic, climate change and escalating global
instability all offer a perfect opportunity for infectious
diseases toresurge. But the Global Fund says that if it can
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India has the world’s highest burden of tuberculosis.
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reachits current target, another 20 million lives could be
saved and 450 millioninfections could be averted over the
next 3 years. On top of that, six countries could eliminate
malaria by 2026.

Most existing governmental donors (and some new
ones) have stepped up with pledges for the latest funding
round, covering 2023-25. Many pledges are 20-30% higher
than those made during the previous round, which cov-
ered 2020-22. France has said it will donate $1.59 billion,
Germany $1.29 billion, Japan $1.08 billion, Canada $904
million and the European Commission $710 million. The
United States, the fund’slargest donor, has so far pledged
$6 billion. At last month’s conference, US President Joe
Biden pledged to donate $1billion for every $2 billion that
the fund receives from elsewhere. Among philanthropic
donors, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is pledging
$912 million. But the funder list contains two notable
omissions: Italy and the United Kingdom.

Inthelast funding round, the United Kingdom pledged
$1.7 billion and Italy $178 million. If both countries were to
commit these same amounts —and ideally more, to match
the increased commitments made by others — that could
potentially unlock more from the United States, bringing
the fund considerably closer toits target.

Both Italy and the United Kingdom are going through
political transitions, a factor that is delaying spending
decisions. Last month, Italy elected anew government and
the United Kingdom changed its prime minister. The two
countries have just a few weeks to confirm their support,
and the Global Fund has said in astatement thatitis assured
of the United Kingdom’s commitment. Both countries need
tostate their intentions clearly, and quickly. We know from
the experience of high-income countries that AIDS, malaria
and TB can be controlled or eliminated.

Twenty years ago, the international community took
the bold step of helping to establish the Global Fund to
eliminate these diseases from the world. Now is not the
time to go slow.
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